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The objective of this study was to clarify the development of the notion of
“ disinterestedness” , focusing on the relation between the philosophy of Emmanuel Levinas and the
ethnology of Marcel Mauss. To examine this notion that tended to be reduced to a subordinate concept
of “ interest” in thought trends presenting a realistic and rationalistic view of human nature
based on the latter concept, we aimed to reveal a close relationship of the notion of “
disinterestedness” and of that of “ gift” and offer a historical point of view which can
contribute to make a bridge between philosophy and ethnology or sociology.
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