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Reanalyzing Western African Art in the Colonial Era through Brass Statues and
Their Cultures
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It became clear that the brass statues which had been produced around Abomey
carry on the tradition of Dahomey court culture, whereas they had also experienced major changes in
terms of technique and style, as well as in terms of acceptance inside and outside Dahomey, by the
lost-wax casting introduced in the country during the colonization. Although it is difficult to
determine the route of introduction of the lost-wax casting, it is certain that these statues
functioned as souvenirs to please travelers, colonials and specialists such as missionary or
ethnographer, that colonials and “ animateurs” concerned considerably the control of manufacture
and of distribution, and that these were produced for Dahomean public as a new art of sculpture to
decorate Asen. So these statues can be positioned as an important sculpture culture in West Africa
that tells the French colonial domination and the constant creation in it.
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