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This research project focused on the analysis on the certain cultural shift,

which occurred in the Buddhist rock-cut monasteries and its decoration of the Kucha Kingdom in
around the mid-6th century. The interdisciplinary approach in collaboration with the archaeologist,
philologist, and conservation scientist led to the conclusion that this shift is linked to the
activities of the two subgroups of the Sarvastivada monastic communities which existed in Kucha. The
result of this research was published as an English monograph in 2022; the publication of its
Chinese version in 2024 enabled it to reach to the wider audience. The monograph has received a lot
of feedbacks from international scholars from various fields of the Silk Road Buddhist cultural
studies, including two book reviews written from the perspectives of Buddhology and Architectural
History. Based on these facts, this project can be regarded as succeeding in making a certain
contribution and an impact on this research field.
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Taniguchi, Traces of the Sarvastivadins in the Buddhist Monasteries of Kucha (Leipzig
Kucha Studies 3). New Delhi: DEV Publishers & Distributors, 2022.
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