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History of Western Artistic Anatomy in the 18th Century: The Connection between
Art Anatomy and Medical Illustration
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In 18th century artistic anatomy education, the "theory of the unnecessary
dissection of artists" was proposed by English doctors William Hunter and John Brisbane. The
background for the theory that dissection was unnecessary was the emergence of highly practical
teaching materials such as Bernhard Siegfried Albinus®s "Tabulae anatomicae™ (1747) and Jean-Antoine

Houdon®s "Ecorche™ (1767). Both the "Tabulae" and Houdon®s "Ecorche" were the result of
collaboration between physicians and artists. Modern art anatomy books are often not supervised by
physicians or anatomists, but suggesting that collaboration between art and medicine is still
important today.
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“UNE RECON D’ ANATOMIE Figures du corps
A L ECOLE DES BEAUX-ARTS'(2008) Boris Rohrl “HISTORY AND BIBLIOGRAPHY OF ARTISTIC
ANATOMY Didactics for depicting the human figure” (2000)
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