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Research on the International Solidarity of Japanese Proletarian Literature in
the Pre-War Period: Focusing on Germany and America
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This study investigated articles related to Japanese proletarian literature,

mainly in the American left-wing magazine New Masses, and confirmed that there were concrete
exchanges in the proletarian literary movements between the two countries, including detailed
introductions to Japanese proletarian cultural organisations and the translation of several Japanese
proletarian poems. In addition, regarding the translation of Japanese proletarian literature in
pre-war Germany, through the analysis of Hayama Yoshiki®s "Letter in a Cement Barrel®, Tokunaga
Sunao”s "The Sunless Street” and two poems by Kobayashi Sonoo, the characteristics of each
translation and the significance of the translation method were clarified. Furthermore, an
international symposium was held to exchange opinions among researchers, leading to the discovery of

the developing issue of research on the reception and translations of modern Japanese literature in
GDR (East Germany).
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