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The purpose of this study is to understand the role of hidden wordplay in
Anglo-American detective fiction. Toward this end, | began by collecting and organizing primary and
secondary sources that serve as the basis for my research, mainly detective fiction, crime fiction,
criticism concerning these genres and relevant scholarship on the topics of race, gender, wordplay
and cryptography. 1 then selected fictional works from among the collected materials that will serve
as the primary subject of analysis for the research project. Furthermore, | published an article
elucidating an aspect of the relationship between Twain®s detective fiction and wordplay in an
international journal dedicated to Twain studies. The fact that the article was published in a
leading Twain research journal is evidence that research coming out of this project has been
recognized as meaningful. Moreover, | was able to find additional relevant fictional works that
broaden the scope of the project.
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