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This research project explores the question of how the views on sexual
attractiveness and beauty of male characters have changed in the performance history of early modern
English drama, especially Shakespeare®s plays. It started in 2019, but because of the influence of
the COVID-19 pandemic after 2020, planned research trips to overseas archives were not conducted. In
this research project, four peer-reviewed articles (of which two are in English) were published, in

addition to one theatrical review, one research note, and one book-length monograph for general
public including an introductory explanation of the research. The research results also include six
academic presentations (of which three are at international conferences).
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