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This research conducted visual-world eye-tracking experiments to investigate
the cognitive process of producing adjective expressions said to be context-dependent and to reveal
how it can be affected by cultural, linguistic differences. The results indicated that participants
paid attention not only to targets of expression but also to various implicit elements not

expressed linguistically, such as competitors, standards, and the judge. The experiments thus
revealed how an evaluation with adjectives is basically formed based on the interpretation of
pragmatic components. Moreover, in terms of comparison, the survey demonstrated that Japanese
i-adjectives took on the feature mentioned above much more than other Japanese scalar expressions
and those of other languages.
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The T-C-St-D case: Japanese adjectives
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The T-C-St-D case: adjectives
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