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The ﬁresent study experimentally examined whether the images of “"soft® and *°
cute” associated with babyishness are evoked by names containing bilabial consonants in four
languages (Japanese, English, Chinese and Korean). The results showed that the degree of such sound
symbolic associations differed among the four languages. In addition, when it tested through
experiments whether the phonological/morphological features appearing in child-directed words are
appropriate for the names of baby diapers, only some of the hypotheses were supported.
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