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A study of Japanese moraic nasal in intervocalic position
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This study examines the difference in the perception of the Japanese moraic
nasal (/N/) by followed by a vowel between Japanese native speakers (JNg and Korean learners of
Japanese (KA: advanced learners, KB: beginners).

The results showed that regarding the stimuli in the test word /goseNeN/, the JN judgment rate of
/N/ is higher than that of the KB. This means that KB depends on “ the degree of closure” more than
JN in judgments of /N/. KA®"s judgment was similar to that of JN. On the other hand, regarding the
stimuli on the test word /goseeeN/, KA showed the lowest percentage of judgment rate of /N/ among
the three groups. They correctly perceived the long vowel part as a vowel ([e]). It indicates that

KA did not reach the level of acceptance by JN in terms of the acceptance of vowels as free
allophones of /N/ in the intervocalic position.
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