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In previous studies, the word order of *“ (Locative Sentences) has
been classified into two types: the NP preceding the verb is considered as a definite noun phrase
(locative sentences), and the NP following the verb is considered as an indefinite noun phrase
(existential sentences). However, there are some cases which the NP in locative sentences is
indefinite, and conversely, in existential sentences, many examples show the NP as definite.
Therefore, there are four kinds of word order and eight patterns of “ " in Chinese. The
purpose of this study is, through focusing on the word order of and its constituent
elements: the "subject part" (NP), the "verb part™ (VP), and the "location part” (NP) , by examining

the semantic functions of each pattern in order to elucidate how each pattern is utilized and
differentiated, as well as revealing which pattern is selected in specific contexts.
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