2019 2023

A Study of the Necessity of Functional Projection in Thematic Theory
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Followin? the constructivist view of thematic roles, we have examined
syntactic structures for the following four types of verb: (i) verbs that exhibit the causative
inchoative alternation, such as change of state verbs (e.g. open, move, melt,...), and causative
psych verbs (e.g., worry, bother,...), (ii) verbs that exhibit the unspecified object alternation,
(iii) the verb have that carries causative and experiential meanings and (iv) manner of motion verbs
that can be used as both unaccusative and unergative verbs. Based on the data of applicability of
the verb phrase ellipsis and pseudogapping between the alternants of the four types of verb, we have
proposed verb phrase structures for them and revealed what kind of little v is necessary. We have
also shown that the syntactic identity condition on ellipsis can be satisfied even when the
antecedent verb phrase and the elided verb phrase form a set-subset structural relation and
constitute partial identity.
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Vdo, Vcause; Vbecome
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worry, bother,...
eat, drink, write, ...

float, roll, bounce,...
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HCC 2 @3 move worry

(1) a. John ate only pork yesterday and only at home today.
b. John ate only at home today and only pork yesterday.
(2) a. Hurricanes moved only large amounts of air yesterday and only at great speeds today.
b. *Hurricanes move only at great speeds and only large amounts of air.
(3) a. The student worries only histeacher before exams and only about his grades after the semester isover.

b. * The student worries only about his grade after the semester isover and only histeacher before exams.
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HCC
HCC
eat  worry/move
eat 2
move worry

71

On the coordination of Unlikes



L ]

have

D

have+ +

(1) a. The therapist had the patient walk to the park. (causative reading)

b. John had someone steal his wallet. (experiencer reading)
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doso (19)
(1b)
(1) a. The boat floated into the cave.
b. The boy floated (in place).
(1a)(1b)
do
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