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This study aims to examine the morphological status of English prefixation
from both diachronic and synchronic perspectives. Prefixation, along with suffixation, is generally
considered part of derivational morphology. However, this study proposes the hypothesis that “
prefixation is grouped together with either compounding or inflectional processes,” and it examines

the validity of this hypothesis based on diachronic and synchronic data. If this hypothesis is
correct, then prefixation does not play a role in derivational morphology. This study contributes to
elucidating the intrinsic nature of prefixes and prefixation in English, thereby deepening our
understanding of the internal structure of English morphology, particularly the boundaries between
derivation, compounding, and inflection.
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