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This study aims to examine the language knowledge of second language
learners and clarify the existence and characteristics of Interlanguage. | investigated whether
Japanese native English learners, who start learning English after the critical period, possess
knowledge that is not found in input or explicit education. Since "sentence ambiguity" is not
explicitly taught in educational settings, the study investigated whether this could be evidence of
Interlanguage. Specifically, I focused on the interpretation of sentences containing universal
guantifier and negation, as well as sentences with the focus operator "only,”™ to look into how
interpretation is influenced by QUD (Question Under Discussion). The results confirmed that English
learners interpret sentences under the influence of QUD, providing evidence suggestive of the
existence of Interlanguage.
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