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Restoration of English pronunciation from musical scores of vocal works from the
16th to the 18th century in the Modern English period

Momiyama, Yoko
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The English pronunciation of the Modern English period, especially from the
16th century to the 18th century, was restored by comparing texts and music information obtained
from scores of vocal works with previous research results of English linguistics studies. And the
transitions of the sound change in this period was clarified.

In addition, by comparing this result with sound changes that can be read from pronunciation
dictionaries and reading and writing textbooks of the time, it was proven that the textbooks show
ideal pronunciation, and that the transitions of sound change obtained from musical scores are more
realistic than those obtained from dictionaries and textbooks of pronunciation.

Furthermore, in order to present the results of this research to the general public, performances of
vocal works were performed with restored pronunciations.
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1.1
spirit 1 2
1600 17
Bower 1 2
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