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The present study is a fundamental research of small talk which aims to
enable L2 Japanese learners to engage more actively in informal discussions with their friends.
Focusing on the extracts from the audio-recordings of naturally occurring discussions between two
Japanese students who are close friends, I analyzed (1) the sequential positions where exchanges of
opinions are likely to occur, (2) some patterns of sequence organization used to express opinions,
and (3) where conversations go when the participants face the difference of their future plans,
evaluation toward someone/something, or sense of values. The analysis revealed that through the
mutual exchange of ideas, the participants orient for being co-members of the same social group,
regardless of the congruence of their thoughts.
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