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Devising teacher talk in English classrooms in Japan to best utilise the target
language by teachers
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Traditionally, we have mainly heard Japanese explaining English to

students in English classrooms in Japan. To foster students® communicative competence in English, we
need to increase the amount of English spoken by teachers as well as by students in order to create
a quality-rich English classroom. However, teachers have been struggling to use English effectively
in the classroom. In this research project, an effective way of using the target language has been
proposed incorporating the idea of eliciting, conveying/illustrating meaning, and checking
understanding in English. Empirical data was collected in the actual classroom to see how well the
method has been implemented with a group of high school students. As a result, with varying degree
of difficulty for some words, well-thought-out teacher talk successfully conveys the meaning of
target items in English.
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How much do teachers talk?
How do teachers talk in English? O’Neil, 1994
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High School

Level English Vocabulary 1800 Ishikawa, 2015 2
Yamamura(2021) Yamamura(2022)
2020 effect, term, benefit, (1) Did you know the word “X”?
2 consider, charge, (2) What do you think the word means
n=41 | former, survey, after learning what you did in this class?
budget, victim 3 (3) How useful do you think the teaching
3 was?
(4) Free comments
2021 appropriate, vehicle, (1) Did you know the word “X” already?
2 abuse, symptom, (2) What do you think appropriate means
n=43 | vary,rough 3 after the teaching? Answer in Japanese.
2 (3) After the teaching of “X”, how useful
do you think the teaching was?
(4) Free comments

vehicle
What are the examples of vegetables? What are the examples of
animals? Then what are cars, buses, and trucks?
Cars, buses, trucks are examples of vehicles. Avehicle is
a machine with an engine that is used to take you from one place to another.
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