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The study on the practice of offering long wooden swords as part of the mountain
worship in Oyama and on the process of Oyama Oshi Shinto priests attaining
higher ranks in society
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This study discusses the practice of offering long wooden Tachi swords and
the role which Oshi priests played in Sagami-Oyama in early-modern times— Part(1)— and the Tokugawa
government®s religious policy and the process of Oyama Oshi priests attaining higher ranks in

society— Part (2). Part (1) carries reports on the shapes, the dedicators and the chronology of
twenty-two long wooden Tachi swords preserved in the Kanto region, with reference to documentary
records on these swords. Details of the gradual changes in the practice are printed in "Chiba
Historical Science™ (No.81). My view as to the origin of the practice of offering long wooden Tachi
swords was published in "Collected Theories of Drama"™ (Vol. 76), where I concluded that the practice
dates back to Genroku 15-Kyouho 2, based on "Writing by Myself" by Ichikawa Danjuro the First
(Genroku 6), the Oyama Temple Rules, and the behavior of Oshi priests.
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