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German Cameralism and the Population Discourses in the eighteenth century
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This study focuses on the population theory, a central issue in cameralism
as it was established in 18th-century Germany, and investigates the intellectual background of how
cameralism was systematized as a science of state governance. Through an analysis of the literatures

by Johann Peter Sussmilch and other important cameralists as J.H.G. von Justi, the study reveals
that the discussions in cameralism were based not only on traditional mercantilist fiscal theories
but also on insights from natural sciences. This included a concept of governance grounded in
natural order, such as the laws of population dynamics. From these findings, the study presents a
perspective that situates cameralism not as a discipline confined to Germany but within the broader
framework of the formation of political economy in 18th-century Europe.
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