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A study on resource utilization and its transitional process in prehistoric
Hokkaido: With a focus on the Oketo obsidian source area
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This project aims to understand the availability of environmental resources
and the process of human adaptation to it throughout the course of the prehistoric period in the
Oketo obsidian source area, one of the four major obsidian sources located in Hokkaido. The project
addressed the tasks by performing a series of interdisciplinary work with geodesy, geology,
analytical chemistry, and taphonomy. As a result, it has successfully demonstrated the close
connection between prehistoric human activities, natural environment (the presence of creeks and
such), and resource availability (the amount of large raw materials and such) in the area.
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