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A Proposal for Historical Disaster Research Using the "Local Context™ Model: A
Case Study of Urban Flooding in the Pre-World War 2 Period of the Showa Era
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In this study, firstly, based on case studies of urban flooding in Kyoto,

Osaka, and Kobe in the 1930s, the principles and factors of urban flooding at that time were
schematically organized. Secondly, the study on Amagasaki, which was damaged by Typhoon Muroto in
1934, examined the actual damage in Amagasaki City and its surrounding towns and villages, and found
that the disaster did not transform the city into a factory zone all at once. Some areas tried to
continue agricultural production, and it became clear that there were differences in disaster
response depending on the local context. Thridly, in the case study on urbanization and flood damage
in Kyoto City in the pre-WWII period, we analyzed map data related to the actual situation of flood
damage from the prewar to the postwar period and reconstructed the actual damage in more detail.
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