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The purpose of this study was to approach the question, “ When and how
should a change in the legal system be made by a legislator?” from a constitutional perspective,
and to construct a basic theory governing the legal system.

The research results of this study are threefold: 1. an analysis of the case law of the Japanese
Supreme Court regarding the protection of vested rights; 2. an analysis of the relationship between
the principle of protection of legitimate Expectations and the principle of proportionality within
the framework of judicial review (especially the cases in which the amendment of tax laws was at
issue); and 3. discussing cases in which the reduction or abolition of rights formed only by policy
reasons is an issue, using intellectual property legislation as an example.
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