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This is the first empirical research project to systematically assess and
compare how a diverse range of practitioners (n=89) working with people on probation, parole or who
have received a suspended sentence for illegal drug offences perceive the importance of goals in
illegal drug policy. The results, based on Q methodology, indicate that practitioners are in
agreement that goals around the promotion of "autonomous drug-free living" are important. However,
it was found that interpretations of why it is important and what the desired "pathway® to that
social state is are divided between three different perspectives: "recovery supporters®, "moral
guardians® and "crime bureaucrats”.
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