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This research had been conducted to clarify the common roles of various
public ombudsman offices, regardless of their jurisdictional differences, in the environmental
field. Applying the method of functional comparative law, this research found that there are the
following three common roles. Firstly, the public ombudsman offices implant the newly adopted
concepts, such as the international environmental principles, into the existed public law spheres.
Secondly, through the review of individual complaints on administrative acts, the public ombudsman
offices enhance the quality and transparency of environmental administrative decision makings.
Finally, as an independent permanent watchdog, by conducting follow up on the recommendations issued

for their systemic investigations, the public ombudsman offices resolve root causes that resulted
in systemic problems. In the environment field, this very role contributes to the steady development

of environmental law.
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