2019 2022

Empirical Research on Local Elections

Tsukiyama, Hiroki

3,200,000

In this study, using local election data in Japan, | found the effect of
electoral systems, the effect of electoral competition on policy choice, and politicians’ personal
attributes that voters prefer. The findings of this study are as follows: 1. As district magnitude
decreases, incumbents are more likely to be re-elected. 2: Write-in ballot system tends to iIncrease
invalid votes when held concurrently with other elections. 3: Incumbent mayors who are reelected
tend to increase administrative spending. 4: Voters are more likely to prefer competent national
politicians and empathetic local politicians, and do not dislike bandwagon candidates who are
supported by both governing and opposition parties.
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