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A Study of Policy Coordination by the Cabinet Office in Japan
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This study not only traces the changes in central ministries and agencies
since the 1990s but also elucidates the role of the Cabinet Office. In an era of increasingly
decentralized administrative bureaucracy in Japan, the government was compelled to respond to new
policy challenges. The Cabinet Office, characterized as an ambiguous organization, was unsuccessful
in investing the Cabinet Secretariat with prime ministerial power. However, due to its flexible
structure, 1t played a crucial role in taking over policy coordination. The reorganization of

central ministries did not produce the expected results. It did, however, make it possible to
respond to changes in policy demands.
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