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Sakhalin, a territory that belonged to both Japan and Russia: An era when the
border was not defined

DAIGO, RYUMA
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This study clarified how the Russo-Japanese border issue over Sakhalin, a
territory that had belonged to both Japan and Russia, was resolved and what implications this
resolution had for Japanese politics and diplomacy. Specifically, while focusing on the border issue

of Sakhalin, the Maria Luz Incident and the Nagasaki Inasa land lease issue, which occurred around
the same time but have tended to be overlooked, were included in this study to comprehensively
examine the transformation of Japan-Russia relationship in 1875 and its significance in light of the
political situation both domestically and abroad. Specifically, | showed that Kiyotaka Kuroda,
Takeaki Enomoto, and others, amid a multilayered structure of confrontation at home and abroad,
managed to conclude the Treaty of Exchange for Sakhalin and the Kuril Islands, thereby adjusting
Japan’ s relationship with Russia and creating the conditions for its subsequent expansion into East
Asia.
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