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This study conducts the emgirical analysis to investigate the phenomenon of
the "Rally "Round the Flag Effect™ - a short-term boost in a political leader s popularity when a
state faces an international crisis or when a government chooses to use military force -. The
analysis using Japanese micro-data reveals two points: (1) the existence and size of the rally
effect depends on the size of the rally event and the amount of media coverage of the event, and (2)
there are gender differences in the size of the rally effect, support/opposition to security
policy, and audience costs.
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