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I use a Japanese nationwide sample and experimentally compare rebate and
matching, both of which are intended to lower the price of monetary donation. Economic theory
predicts that the two schemes will have the same effect on individuals’ donation behavior when
their donation price is equal. However, I conduct an incentivized online experiment on 2300 Japanese

residents, and find that matching, which lowers the donation price by adding a contribution from a
third-party, increases individuals’ donation expenditures compared to rebate, which lowers it
through a refund from a third-party. The experimental result shows that the donation expenditure in
a 50% rebate drops by approximately 126 Japanese yen compared to the control, while in a 1:1
matching with essentially the same price of donation as the 50% rebate, the expenditure conversely
rises by approximately 56 Japanese yen. This tendency is consistent with the results of previous
experimental studies comparing the two schemes.
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