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Colonial governance and accounting - with a focus on the management of phosphate
mining operations in the South Sea Islands
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This research aims to deepen understanding of cost control (or cost
accounting) in organisations and accounting in colonial governance, with a focus on the South Seas
Colonisation Company (Nanyo Takushoku Kabushiki Kaisha), which played an important role in the
governance of the South Sea Islands. In particular, we are able to shed light, albeit partially, on
how cost accounting was practised in the South Seas Colonisation Company. The accounting information

has also made it possible to identify the actual management of phosphate mining in the South Seas
Colonisation Company. Furthermore, we are able to provide an overview of how the phosphate mining

business developed during the period of German and Japanese governance and, in particular, how the
business performance of the phosphate mining business changed over time.
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