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There are few studies on how patients live in the new terminal phase, a
relatively long period of life leading to an expected death. In this study, | examined how and when
cancer patients understand that they are in the terminal stages of their disease, and how they live
their lives in this period. The analysis revealed that patients know that they are at the end of
life through patient-initiated communication, not through physician-initiated communication. In
addition, patients were found to have a desire for normal role-playing activities other than being a

patient or a dying person at the end of life, which may have been a way of coping with existential

pain.
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