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Comparative sociology of multicultural and multiethnic Japanese food

Yasui, Daisuke
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“ We are
What We Eat.”

Existing sociological/anthropological theories of global culture focus on
the de-embedding of cultures that are detached from their original context and report the
localization and hybridization of cross-border cultures. Contemporary culture, on the other hand,
emphasizes national and local valorization in the name of tradition and authenticity. These are
neither mere universalization nor its reaction, but more complex cultural phenomena. This complex
de/re-embedding process will be analyzed through a cross-sectional survey of Japanese restaurants
abroad. 1 conducted a detailed descriptive analysis of the process of multiethnicization of Japanese

food based on participant observation of local restaurants, interviews with managers and customers,
and document/visual analysis, and examined the conditions for establishing a cultural constancy
that is open to multiple cultures and connected to the roots, thereby updating social theories of
global culture.
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