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On the Alternative Disaster Reconstruction in Rural Reagions and Aged Society:
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In order to present perspectives that are important for examining the
disaster recovery in rural areas, | conducted continuous field surveys in Otsuchi Town, lwate
Prefecture and Kesennuma City, Miyagi Prefecture, both of which were affected by the Great East
Japan Earthquake and tsunami. In these surveys, | researched how local communities have been
affected and recovered in the process of long-term regional change from pre-disaster to the present.

Through this research, I have clarified the importance of two perspectives: (1) understanding how
the coordination system within and outside the community is structured, and (2) understanding the
multiple social functions of various local places and situations. In addition, based on the survey
results, the concept of "resilience,” which is the capacity for bouncing back after disasters
inherent in the community, was rethought, and the conditions under which "resilience" is activated
and the relationships among them were clarified.

resilience
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