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Towards an Understanding of the Issues Raised by "Unlicensed Aged Care Homes"
and a Proposal for a New Framework for Residences
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We examined the concept of "unlicensed elderly homes™ as a voluntary private

sector response to social needs, and analyzed their existence from the perspectives of physical
environment, human environment, and institutional design. As a result, it became clear that the
current situation lacks flexibility, as the guidance from the Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare
does not uniformly demand compliance with guidelines, while the guidance situation in each
administrative agency demands adaptation to uniform standards. Instead of treating residents as
subjects to be protected under a uniform "elderly home" system and categorizing homes that do not
fit in as "unlicensed,” it is necessary to position "elderly homes™ and their surroundings as
diverse living spaces for the elderly, recognizing residents” abilities and rights in a step-by-step
or wide-ranging manner, and connecting this to institutional design.
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