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This study aimed to elucidate the constitutive process of punishment for
children in modern Japanese schools from three levels: institutional, discursive, and practical.
During the course of the study, it became clear that punishments such as expulsion and suspension
had a meaning as rituals to form and maintain school order. We also found that reprimands in the
classroom had a meaning as a demotion ritual, and that they functioned to enhance the students®
collectivity by confirming what the norms and violations were in the classroom.
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