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This study clarifies how the public role in child rearing is currently

perceived, focusing on the debate over the free provision of early childhood education and care.

In Study I, 1 attempted to clarify the politics of how the "scope" of early childhood education
and care covered by public funding was formulated through an analysis of the debate over the "scope"
of the free access system.Furthermore, Study Il clarified the diachronic changes in how the current
policy debate on free access has evolved.Then study Il clarified the evolution of social interest
in "human resource development™ that emerged with the implementation of free early childhood
education, and how "human resource development™ has been discussed in relation to childcare and
early childhood education.
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