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Establishing a records management system that guarantees children®s rights and
supports access to out-of-home care records
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This study proposes a record management system that guarantees the right to
know of children who live in out-of-home care such as child welfare facilities due to abuse or
family circumstances, and allows them to grasp the actual situation for accessing records. In the
study, we conducted a questionnaire survey of record management at child guidance centers and
archives nationwide. The results for the archives where historical materials of local governments
are stored confirm that the records of child guidance centers, which are local agencies of
prefectures, have not been transferred to the archives, primarily because the centers’ records
contain extensive personal information and the retention period of the records is short. At the same

time, archivists must work with and better understand the issues facing the staff involved in the
creation and management of records.
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