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Learning about Economic Issues in German Political Education
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This study investigated political education in Germany, particularly with
regard to the treatment of economic issues, through observations and interviews with political
education theory, political education curriculum, and political education practice. The results
revealed the following two main points: 1) Political education in Germany is not based on
memorization of political and economic systems and knowledge, but rather deals with actual
political, economic, and social issues and emphasizes the formation of students® opinions on these
issues (see Gesamtschule®s 13th grade units "The Poverty Problem: Definition of Poverty, Poverty and

International Relations"” and "Class and Social Stratification™). 2 In recent years, with the rise
of the refugee crisis and right-wing populism, the theme of Islam has received more attention in
political education than ever before, and theoretical studies and practices have begun.
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