2019 2022

An Examination of What Judges Consider as "Legal Justice"
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In modern society, which has a judicial system, "punishment for crime" does
not consist only of universal and simple justice, but also pursues "higher" justice called "legal
justice" at the same time. In this study, we focus on the professional judges who are at the front
line of this pursuit, and clarify the "legal justice" that they are aware of and think about
precisely because of their assigned role as judges. For this purpose, we conducted an experiment in
which judges and the general public were compared in their judgments on the same case. The results
of a series of studies showed that there were differences between the two groups in various aspects,

such as the amount of punishment and justification. Furthermore, this study succeeded in developing
a new scale to measure justification.
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