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The puzzle of the evolution of cooperative behaviour in humans has been
examined mainly in terms of dilemma situations. However, it has been pointed out that dilemma
situations, such as exploiting or being exploited by others, do not account for a large proportion
of human life history, and that "mutualistic collaboration® situations, in which people help each
other for mutual benefit, are more common. In the present study, a series of laboratory experiments
were conducted to examine whether the behavioural synchronisation factor of taking the same action
with others, which is included in mutualistic collaboration, is more important, or whether the
collaborative intention factor of aiming for greater mutual benefit is more important. The results
su??est that joint intention and symmetry of interests, which are included in mutualistic
collaboration, are important factors.
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