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The Dark Side of Body Augmentation: Dehumanizing Perceptions of Individuals
Equipped with Wearable Robots
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4,800,000

(de
Looze et al., 2016)

The purpose of this study was to examine whether the wearer of a powered
suit (i.e., a machine-enhanced individual) is perceived as an "object” such as a robot or other
machine. The results showed that workers wearing powered suits were not only rated highly for their
perceived machine-likeness but also viewed as objects less likely to experience negative emotions
such as fatigue and pain. Interpersonal impressions, such as warmth, were also rated lower for these

individuals. These perceptions occurred regardless of the worker®s gender. Similar responses were
observed not only among Japanese participants, but also with British and American ones.
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)* p<.05; ** p<.01; *** p<.001
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