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Development of problem solving by analogy in childhood

Otsuka, Shino
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It is called analogy that the cognitive function of recognizing the

similarity between the knowledge we already have and the new problem in front of us and transferring
knowledge.

The purpgse in this study is that | examined to see whether the way of recognizing similarities is
different between childhood and early childhood, and whether they can solve problems by analogy.
The results of this study showed that the third grade of elementary school could use partial
similarity for analogical problem solving, but it was difficult to make a complete analogy. The
types of similarities to be able to focus varied developmentally. First graders were some mentions
of superficial similarity, but third graders were some mentions structural similarity. It suggests
that children about nine years old become aware of similarities in problem solving and acquire the
ability to focus on the essence.
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