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The aim of this study was to compare the differences that exist between the
USA and Japan in the assessment of personality disorders using the Japanese version of the
Shedler-Westen Assessment Procedures-200 (SWAP-200) developed in the USA. Personality disorders
focus on deviance from one’ s own culture, but each culture has its own baseline. The current study
used the SWAP-200, which is based on the DSM (APA) but provides a dimensional assessment based on
clinician observations of 200 personality traits rather than a typological assessment, to examine
how clinicians in Japan and the US rate each diagnostic category.
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