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Clarifying the characteristics of Japan®s water environment from the quality of
tap water in Japan
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We conducted a comprehensive overall tap water hardness assessment for
Japan. Tap water was collected from 990 points throughout Japan, and its standing position was
quantitatively clarified by prefecture. Compared with 28 countries, tap water in Japan exhibited
Tow-mineral content and presented as soft water. Japanese tap water hardness was 50.9 mg/L and that
was classified as soft water, but its distribution was large throughout the country. The change of
tap water hardness in the Japanese supply system and revealed that the hardness variation range can
change 20% during water purification processes and in the tap water-supply systems. A comparison of
the variations in hardness showed that there was no daily fluctuation in hardness and it was
generally stable. In Japan, the hardness of tap water was not affected by piping but by the quality
of the raw water.
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