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Based on a survey of architectural conversions in the East Asian port cities

of Shanghai in China, Busan in South Korea, and Tainan in Taiwan, this study examines how
architectural conversion inherits urban culture by analyzing information on origenal buildings and
architectural conversion designs.
As a result, 17 cases in Shanghai, 9 cases in Busan, and 16 cases in Tainan were extracted, field
surveyed, analyzed, and discussed in conjunction with urban backgrounds such as urban development
history and industrial structure. The results were systematized into five indicators of conversion
design that contribute to the inheritance of urban culture: historical design, inducement of
reminiscence, aging, spatial convertibility, and structural durability.
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