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Form and Formation of Mountain Huts Based on Mountain Worship
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This study examines the form and formation of mountain huts from the Edo
period to the present day, focusing on worshipping mountains: Mt.Ontake, Mt.Haku Hakusan and Mt.
Tateyama. On Mt.Ontake, 1 found the characteristic of floor plan related to somagoya or komorido
which had been seen since the late Edo period and this is still being used today. On Mt.Haku,
stone-walled shrine on the summit and muro and do below formed sacred mountainscape until the early
Edo period. However, the ascent trails and muro declined after Heisenji Temple seized power on the
mountain. On Mt.Tateyama, only Murodo served pilgrims in the Edo period and its unique structural
form was not only a measure against snow accumulation but also a symbol of the prestige of the Kaga
Domain. In the Meiji period, teahouses were built along the worship ascent trails. At the end of the

Taisho period, Toyama Prefecture intensively built new mountain huts in order to have the mountain
designated as a national park.
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