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With the aim of resolving the taxonomic confusion of marine mammal parasites
involving food safety problems, this study was undertaken to establish a taxonomic basis for future
risk assessment by examining morphological and molecular profiles of adult specimens, especially

for untouched species. Execution of this project has revealed the species composition of
gastrointestinal parasites of pinnipeds and some aspects of host-parasite relationships in small
coastal cetaceans, resulted in contributing to progress the stagnation in the field in Japan.
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