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zygomorphy as a mechanism of floral diversification in angiosperms
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In the process of angiosperm diversification, we aimed to investigate the
potential for shifts in reproductive systems through the evolution or loss of zygomorphy. Initially,
we hypothesized that in mixed populations with invasive species, the visitation frequency to
Veronica undulata would decrease, potentially leading to changes in its reproductive strategy and
floral morphology. However, when we conducted removal of invasive species in mixed populations, we
observed changes in the visiting insect community of native species but did not find significant
changes in visitation frequency itself. On the other hand, in populations with lower visitation
frequencies, we observed extended stamen-pistil contact time, increased seed production, and
decreased seed number variability. This suggests_that veronica undulata populations may alter their
flowering characteristics in response to visitation frequency.
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