2019 2022

LKmphatic Intervention for Lymph Node Metastases: Novel Direct Intralymphatic
Chemotherapy
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Although intravenous administration of anticancer agents is commonly used
for the treatment of lymph node metastases, the therapeutic effect is often insufficient because
only a small fraction of the anticancer agent reaches the lymphatic system, and the side effects of
anticancer agents are often problematic. Therefore, we conducted a proof-of-concept study of "direct

intralymphatic chemotherapy,” a new treatment method in which a mixture of an anticancer drug and
lipiodol is administered directly into the lymphatic system, using the VX2 carcinoma-bearing rabbit
model. The results showed that the treatment of retroperitoneal lymph node metastases in rabbits
treated with an emulsion of epirubicin and Lipiodol was effective, suggesting that this may be a new
and useful method of administering anticancer agents.
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