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Development of a scoring system for identification of high-risk patent foramen
ovale associated with cryptogenic stroke
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Identification of high-risk patent foramen ovale (PFO) associated with
cryptogenic stroke (CS) is imoportant.
We assessed PFO morphologies by transesophageal echocardiography. The large right-to-left shunt, the
long tunnel PFO, atrial septal aneurysm, Eustachian valve, and the low angle PFO were associated
with CS. When the score was estimated based on 1 point for each factor, the proportion of CS was
markedly elevated with the score of 2 points. The probability of CS was markedly different between
scores of 1 or 2 points.
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